




1930s

In December 1931, the ship made its 
first training cruise, sailing to South 
America and Washington D.C. The 

following year, the cadets took the train-
ing ship around the world.  

In early 1933, a lack of funding created 
severe budget cutbacks, and some in the 
state government proposed abolishing 
the school. Cooler heads prevailed and 
the school received its funding and was 
able to continue. However, no classes 
were graduated in 1936 and 1937, and 
to save on finances both the officers and 
cadets held classes and lived on T.S. 
CALIFORNIA STATE. Thus was born 
the nickname “Iron Mother” for the first 
training vessel.



“W“W ith official  instructions not to dynamite fish,  rob ith official  instructions not to dynamite fish,  rob 
bird’s nests,  disturbe Governors,  nor to create bird’s nests,  disturbe Governors,  nor to create 

other outrages in His Brittanic Majesty’s possessions other outrages in His Brittanic Majesty’s possessions 
ringing in their ears,  the corps was turned loose on the ringing in their ears,  the corps was turned loose on the 
city of  Gibralter.”city of  Gibralter.”

1933

-From the 1933  
 student newspaper

1932



1940s

To facilitate the existential effort of World 
War 2, the academy’s three-year course of 

study was accelerated and shortened to eigh-
teen months, graduating two classes per year. 
Roughly four percent of merchant mariners 
who served in the war were killed, a higher 
casualty rate than that of any of the American 
military services, and a staggering 733 Mer-
chant Marine ships were sunk. 

During this time, numerous cities around the 
state bid for the opportunity to become the 
school’s permanent home, and funding prob-
lems delayed the occupation of the current site 
at the Carquinez Straits by a few years. The 
long overseas cruises to exotic foreign ports 
were confined to short local training cruises 
within the confines of San Francisco Bay and 
the San Joaquin River. 



At the end of the war the school had secured its 
home base and cadets could now eat and sleep 

ashore, instead of within the confines of their “Iron 
Mother.” There was palpable enthusiasm for the 
1946 cruise--the first to resume adventures beyond 
the Golden Gate in many years. 

In its own tiny way, the academy did its part to 
rebuild Europe, delivering one thousand of tons 
of canned and powdered milk that was graciously 
welcomed in Marseille and barely unloaded by 
longshoremen in communist Genoa. This was also 
a publicity stunt, with governor/future Supreme 
Court chief justice Earl Warren’s son Earl Jr serving 
as an honorary cadet aboard the Golden Bear.   
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